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Along with the economic growth spurred by the consolidation 

and relocation discussed above, both counties have experienced 

significant population growth over the past decade.  From 1990 through 

2000 the population of St. Mary’s County grew by 10,237 persons, or 

13.5%, to a total of 86,211 persons (see Table 2-2).  Calvert County’s 

population grew by 23,191 persons or 45.1% to a total of 74,563 persons.  

The larger increase in Calvert County’s population is likely attributable 

to the county’s proximity to the cities of Baltimore and Washington, 

D.C.  The 2007 population of St. Mary’s and Calvert counties 

respectively was 100,378 and 88,223 (Maryland Department of Planning, 

Planning Data Services 2008).  The city of Lexington Park, which is 

located adjacent to NAS Patuxent River, had a 2000 population of 

11,021.  As indicated on Table 2-2, the populations of both St Mary’s 

County and Calvert County are expected to continue to increase in the 

future.   

 
Table 2-2 

Population of Municipalities in the Vicinity of NAS Patuxent River 
Population Projections 

Population Area 1990 2000 2005 2010 2020 2030 
St Mary’s County 75,974 86,211 96,350 107,700 130,750 151,700 
Calvert County 51,372 74,563 87,250 95,450 101,750 105,850 
Lexington Park 9,943 11,021 NA NA NA NA 
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census 2008 
Maryland Department of Planning, Planning Data Services, March 2008. 
 
Note:  Population projections only available for selected years. 

 
Substantial new residential and commercial development near 

the NAS Patuxent River boundary is also noticeable.  Development 

includes residential subdivisions and construction of new homes in 

existing residential neighborhoods, hotels and restaurants, professional 

offices, light industrial and technology parks, and retail establishments.  

In particular, the new development is concentrated along State Route 235 

and in the Lexington Park Area adjacent to the NAS Patuxent River 

boundary.  New development is also noticeable in the Solomon’s Island 

Area with the new Solomon’s Town Center containing a wide variety of 

businesses and the commercial tourism strip along the Patuxent River.  
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Existing and planned future land use around NAS Patuxent River and 

Webster OLF is detailed in Section 6, Land Use Compatibility Analysis.  

Given the current state of the economy which is characterized by 

record numbers of job losses, rising unemployment rates, and continued 

crises in the financial markets, it is expected that commercial and 

residential development will be impacted in this region to some degree 

and growth is not expected to occur at the rate experienced in the 

previous decade in this region.  

 




